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Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

The Feast of the Sacred Heart (properly the
Solemnity of theM ost Sacred Heart of Jesus, Latin:
Sollemnitas Sacratissimi Cordis lesu) is a solemnity
in the liturgical calendar of the Roman Catholic
Church. It falls 19 days after Pentecost, on a Friday.
The earliest possible date is 29 May, as in 1818 and
2285. The latest possible date is
2 July, asin 1943 and 2038. The
devotion to the Sacred Heart is
one of the most widely practiced
and well-known Roman Catholic
devotions, taking Jesus Christ’s
physical heart as the
representation of his divine love
for humanity.

Background

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus can be clearly traced back
at least to the eleventh century. It
marked the spirituality of Saint
Bernard of Clairvaux in the |
twelfth century and of Saint
Bonaventureand St. Gertrudethe
Great in the thirteenth. The
beginnings of a devotion toward |
thelove of God as symbolized by
the heart of Jesus are found even
in the fathers of the Church, including Origen, Saint
Ambrose, Saint Jerome, Saint Augustine of Hippo,
Saint Hippolytus of Rome, Saint Irenaeus, Saint Justin
Martyr and Saint Cyprian, who used in thisregard John
7:37-39 and John 19:33-37.1

History

But the first liturgical feast of the Sacred Heart was
celebrated, with Episcopal approval, on 31 August
1670, inthemgor seminary of Rennes, France, through
the efforts of Saint John Eudes. The Mass and Office
composed by this saint were adopted el sewhere also,
especially in connection with the spread of devotion

to the Sacred Heart following on therevel ationsto Saint
Margaret Mary Alacoque and Blessed Mary of the
Divine Heart Droste zu Vischering. A Mass of the
Sacred Heart won papal approval for use in Poland
and Portugal in 1765, and another was approved for
Venice, Austria and Spain in 1788. Finally, in 1856,
PopePius| X established the Feast of the Sacred Heart
as obligatory for the whole
Church, to be celebrated onthe
Friday after the Octave of
Corpus Christi. Pope Pius XI1
raised the feast to the highest
rank, Doubleof theFirst Class,
and added an octave; the 1955
reforms of the general Roman
calendar suppressed this
octave and removed most other
octaves.

TheMassprayersand readings
approved on that occasion
were replaced with new texts
in 1929, and the Roman Missal
published in 1970 provided
three sets of prayers and
readings, one for each year of
the three-year liturgical cycle.

Priests may use this Mass,
celebrated with white
vestments, as a Votive Mass on other days also,
especialy on the first Friday of each month (unless
falling on aday of higher rank).

Since 2002, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
isalsoaspecial Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of
Priests.

In 2009, the feast marked the beginning of a“Year for
Priests’. Thefirst Friday of each month is devoted to
The Sacred Heart of Jesus...

Thisyear the feast is celebrated on June 3" 2016.

*|nternet Sources
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Programme and Activities of June
June03 - Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Solemnity
June04 - ImmaculateHeart of Blessed Virgin Mary
June 05 - Inauguration of Sunday Catechism
Junell - . Barnabas, Apostle
Junel2 - Feast of & Antony Ward
Junel3 - S Antony of Paduva
June 19 - Feast of Nithyadar Ward
June2l - S Aloysius Gonzaga Fest
and Birthday of our Bishop
June24 - theNativity of &. John the Baptist
June26 - Feast of & Peter Ward
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andew, 83,00 =), FROM CHURCH REGISTERS

a—oa—amzéa H3=* Rest in Peace

Name Age Relation Ward Died on
Hilda D’ Souza 81 W/o. Late John D’ Souza | St Joseph 16.05.2016
Dolphy D’ Souza 58 H/o. Leena D’ Souza St Rita 17.05.2016
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gaint of The month  The Life of St. Aloysius Gonzaga-

In Florence, Saint Aloysius
found his life turned upside
down when he becameill with
a kidney disease, and, during
his recovery, he devoted
himself to prayer and the study
= of the lives of the saints.

1 At the age of 12, he returned
{ to hisfather’scastle, wherehe
met the great saint and
" cardinal Charles Borromeo.
Aloysius had not yet received his First Communion,
so the cardinal administered it to him. Shortly
thereafter, Saint Aloysius conceived of the idea of
joining the Jesuits and becoming a missionary.

His father was adamantly opposed to the idea, both
because he wanted his son to follow in hisfootsteps as
a condottiere, and because, by becoming a Jesuit,
Aloysiuswould giveup al rightsto inheritance. When
it became clear that the boy wasintent on being apriest,
his family tried to convince him to become a secular
priest and, later, abishop, so that he could receive his
inheritance. Saint Aloysius, however, was not to be
swayed, and his father finally relented. At the age of
17, he was accepted into the Jesuit novitiatein Rome;
at the age of 19, hetook vows of chastity, poverty, and
obedience. While he was ordained adeacon at the age
of 20, he never became a priest.

In 1590, Saint Aloysius, suffering from his kidney
problems and other ailments, received avision of the
Archangel Gabriel, who told him that he would die
within a year. When a plague broke out in Rome in
1591, Saint Aloysius volunteered to work with plague
victims, and he contracted the disease in March. He
received the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
and recovered, but, in another vision, he was told that
would die on June 21, the octave day of the Feast of
Corpus Christi that year. His confessor, St. Robert
Cardina Bellarmine, administered Last Rites, and Saint
Aloysius died shortly before midnight.

Patron saint of youth

Pious legend has it that Saint Aloysius's first words
were the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, and his last
word was the Holy Name of Jesus. In hisshort life, he
burned brightly for Christ, whichiswhy Pope Benedict
X1l named him the patron saint of youth at his
canonization on December 31, 1726.
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